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Module Aims: To provide students with historical and contemporary perspectives of youth
culture and youth transitions and the support systems available to young people.

Intended Learning Outcomes

At the end of this module, using academic writing conventions, including Harvard

referencing, students will be able to:

1. Critique historical and contemporary theories of youth and youth culture.




2. Critically debate social constructs that position youth culture as deviant and the
significance of such concepts.

3. Critically analyse key youth transitions and the impact these may have on young people.

4. Outline key legislation, policies and organisations aimed at supporting the needs of
young people.

Assessment:

An essay which considers historical and contemporary theories and constructs of youth and
youth culture, the transitions experienced by young people and the support systems available
to them, including relevant legislation and policies.

Assessment Learning Type of assessment | Weighting Word count (or
number Outcomes to be equivalent if
met appropriate)
1 All Essay 100% 4,000

Learning and Teaching Strategies:

Sessions will comprise of the presentation of information, case studies, practical activities,
external speakers, review of DVD material and peer group discussion. Students will be
expected to make full use of the University’s library and VLE to enhance their study.

Syllabus Outline:

o Definitions of youth culture and subculture;

e Sociological and non-sociological theories of youth culture and subculture (eg
functionalist; Marxist; interactionist; post-modernism, including class, gender, ethnicity)

e Perspectives: social policy, social anthropology, human geography, psychology,
education

e Theories that consider the interplay between youth, crime and issues of social control (eg.
labelling and social construction, deviancy theory)

e Construct of youth as a deviant subculture (e.g. characterised in terms of leisure, gangs,
consumption, self-indulgent behaviour, crime) and the significance of such concepts

¢ Impact of youth transitions (puberty, neurological and biological changes; relationships;
education; work; class; housing; community and global issues)

e Factors influencing the lifestyle, opportunities and behaviour of young people (e.g. family,
peers, education, media, music, fashion, leisure and recreation, politics)

o Key legislation, standards, policies and organisations aimed at supporting young people
(e.g. UNCRC, CAMHS, Children’s Commissioner)
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